
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Blue Letter 
November 27, 2024 
 
Honorable Mayor & Esteemed City Councilmembers: 
 
Leaf Collection - Leaf collection officially ends on December 3rd, however, depending on weather, crews will plan to 
make a few more passes throughout the city to collect leaves. 
 
2024-2025 Annual Report/Calendar - The Vandalia-Butler High School Honor Society will once again be distributing  
the 2024-2025 Annual Report/Calendar to every residence and business on Saturday, December 21, 2024. Every 
Annual Report/Calendar will be delivered in shrink-wrap to prevent damage due to exposure to moisture. In appreciation 
of their community service, the City will contribute to the Honor Society’s scholarship fund. 
 
Monday, December 2, 2024, Study Session:  
The Study Session will begin at 6:00 p.m. The Council meeting will begin at 7:00 pm.  
 
Study Session:  
 
Monday, December 16, 2024, Items: 
 
Resolution: Robinette Park Design – The Parks and Recreation Department is requesting to waive the formal 
bidding process and enter a professional services contract with OHM Advisors of Columbus, Ohio for the planning, 
design, engineering, compilation of bid documents, and associated processes relating to the next phase in the 
Robinette Park Renovation Project. The primary purpose of this stage of the project is to build a splash pad, shelter, 
parking, and other park amenities (e.g., site furnishings, lighting, and vehicle access points). OHM Advisors has 
previously worked with City staff to develop the Robinette Park conceptual design as well as the restroom building 
design and bidding process. Based on OHM’s understanding of our community and the project scope, this 
professional services agreement is the best option for advancing the project in a cost effective and efficient manner. 
Parks and Recreation is recommending waiving the formal bidding process and entering a professional services 
contract with OHM Advisors of Columbus, Ohio in an amount not to exceed $68,500 for the planning, design and 
associated processes relating to the next phase in the Robinette Park Renovation Project.  
 
Resolution: General Pay Plan – Staff is recommending one title change, two position additions, and one pay group 
reclassification. This adjustment will allow the City to continue to attract and retain high-performing, quality 
employees.  
 
Resolution: Part Time Pay Plan – Staff is recommending two pay group reclassifications. This adjustment will allow 
the City to continue to attract and retain high-performing, quality employees, specifically in our recreation camp program 
area. 
Resolution: Lease Renewal for Storage – The City would like to extend our lease with Air Commerce for the use of 
storage space located at 2800 Old Springfield Road. The space is 5,885 SF and is being offered to the City for a rate 
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of $2,589.40/month in 2025 and $2,667.87/month in the second amendment to the original lease. This represents an 
annual increase of 3% from previous years. All utilities are included in this lease rate. 
 
Discussion Items: 
 
Code Amendment: Parking of Commercial and Recreational Vehicles – At the request of Council, Staff has 
prepared a set of photos showing various types of trailers and commercial vehicles. These photos all come from 
violations filed with Planning & Zoning from May 2023 through November 2024. Staff have also provided a copy of the 
current regulations on trailer parking.  
 
Aggregation - The City of Vandalia is currently a member community of an Electric Aggregation program that was 
established by the Miami Valley Communications Council (MVCC). The annual savings for our residents have been 
estimated to be $353. The current program has fixed pricing through the end of 2025. MVCC anticipates that we will 
go back out to the market in the Spring of 2025 for a new Electric Aggregation program for a period beginning in January 
of 2026. MVCC is also interested in obtaining pricing for a Gas Aggregation program. They anticipate that they would 
go to the market in the Spring of 2025 for pricing of a program that would start in the Fall of 2025. We need to express 
our desire to participate in the Gas Aggregation program in early December. 
 
Legislative Calendar - The calendar is included in your packets for your review. 
 
Council Meeting: 
 
Introduction: Recreation Coordinator Athletics Maecie Burkhardt - Mr. Schwieterman will introduce Recreation 
Coordinator Athletics Maecie Burkhardt who began employment November 18, 2024. 
 
Resolutions: 
 
Resolution 24-R-65: Phase II Tree Replacement – We are proposing to replace many of the street trees along our 
National Road corridor. Over time the trees have outgrown their useful life in these locations. Staff intend to replace 
approximately 98 trees in three phases with the total project being completed next fall. Staff have consulted two 
nurseries to identify what species of tree are most appropriate for the conditions and have received proposals from 
both companies to purchase and plant the trees. Staff is recommending entering into an agreement with A. Brown & 
Sons Nursery, Inc. for the purchasing and planting of 98 street trees at a cost not to exceed $75,000. 
 
Resolution 24-R-66: Final Plat: PC 24-13 – Tuskegee Airmen Drive Dedication Right-of-Way – The City of Dayton 
intends to dedicate 1.730 acres of land as public right-of-way along the newly realigned Tuskegee Airmen Drive. 0.402 
acres of this dedication is in the City of Vandalia, requiring Final Plan approval. On November 12th, 2024, the Planning 
Commission voted 4-0 to recommend approval. 
 
Ordinance – Emergency Reading: 
 
Ordinance: 2025 Budget and Budget Adjustment Items – This ordinance authorizes appropriations for FY 2025. The 
City’s operating, capital, and revitalization budget is a policy document and fiscal plan that we use to set out anticipated revenue 
and expenditures for accomplishing a variety of public services over a given time.  
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Reports from Boards and Commissions: 
 
Variance: BZA 24-10 Driveway Entrance and Intersection Signs – 4160 Little York Road - Little York Medical 
Center – The Applicant, Select Signs, on behalf of Little York Medical Center, has requested a variance to allow 5 
driveway entrance and intersection signs that exceed the maximum area requirement for the property located at 4160 
Little York Road. The proposal involves adding 5 driveway entrances and intersection signs that are 8 square feet in 
area. On November 13th, 2024, the Board of Zoning Appeals voted 4-0 to recommend approval. 
 
Variance: BZA 24-11 Total Accessory Structure Area and Setback – 3075 Stop Eight Road – The Applicant, 
James W. Hostetter, has requested a variance to permit the construction of a 576 square foot carport for the property 
located at 3075 Stop Eight Road. The proposal involves adding a new carport with an existing detached garage that 
will cause the total area of all accessory structures to exceed 600 square feet, 40% of the principal building footprint, 
and 4% of the lot size. In addition, the carport will have a 6-inch setback from the primary building. On November 13th, 
2024, the Board of Zoning Appeals voted 4-0 to recommend approval with one condition. 
 
Variance: BZA 24-12 Ground-Mounted Solar Energy System– 675 Waldsmith Way – The Applicant, Imabin Ekpelu 
has requested a variance to allow the installation of a ground-mounted solar energy system for the property located at 
675 Waldsmith Way. The proposal involves the installation of three 10-panel arrays, totaling 30 panels in a residential 
zoning district. On November 13th, 2024, the Board of Zoning Appeals voted 4-0 to recommend approval. 
 
Variance: BZA 24-13 Maximum Sign Area – 2 East National Road - Accel Automotive – The Applicant, Jamie 
Sites, on behalf of Accel Automotive has requested a variance to permit the installation of a new wall sign on the 
building’s secondary facade for the property located at 2 East National Road. The proposal involves adding a 47.75 
square foot (10.25 square feet larger than permitted) wall sign on the building’s secondary facade facing North Dixie 
Drive. On November 13th, 2024, the Board of Zoning Appeals voted 4-0 to recommend approval. 
 
The next Council meeting is on Monday, December 2, 2024, at 7:00 pm. The meeting will be an in-person meeting in 
the Council Chambers at 333 James E. Bohanan Memorial Drive, Vandalia, OH 45377. The meeting is open to Council, 
staff, and the public to attend in-person. The meetings will be accessible for viewing through Zoom. You may contact 
the City at 937-415-2256 or aswartz@vandaliaohio.org for the phone number and link to this meeting. Please note, in 
compliance with Ohio Revised Code, no comments, electronic or oral, will be allowed by people that are participating 
electronically through Zoom. Anyone wishing to be heard on a topic will need to appear personally at the meeting. The 
Study Session will begin at 6:00 pm followed by the City Council Meeting at 7:00 pm.  
 
 
Please contact me directly with comments and questions. 
 
Very Respectfully,  
 
Mark Schwieterman 
 City Manager 
 
CC:  Board and Commission Members 

All City Employees 
 
Attachments: 

1. Vandalia Senior Center December Newsletter 

2. December VB Food Pantry Flyer 

mailto:aswartz@vandaliaohio.org


 

 

 

 

 



     











MON TUES WED THUR FRI 
2 3 4 5 6 

CLOSED Travel 9:00-12:00 Hula Hooping  9:30 DINING ROOM Mah Jong 9:00 

UNTIL NOON Super Sewers  9:00 Exercise 11:00 CLOSED TO 10:30 Colored Pencils 9:30 

 Bridge  9:45 Bridge 12:00  Exercise  10:00 

Hand & Foot 12:30 Golden Qi  10:00 Up & Down the  Duplicate Bridge  11:45 Poker 1:00 

 Lunch & Learn 12:00       River 12:30 Art Group 12:00 Movie  1:00 

 Hand & Foot  1:40 Euchre 1:00 Rummikub 12:00 Ceramics  1:30 

 Bingo  1:45 Mini Calendar  1:00 Pinochle 1:00  

   Bingo  1:00 CATERED DINNER 6:00 

9 10 11 12 13 

Exercise  10:00 Travel 9:00-12:00 Hula Hooping  9:30 Lunch & Learn 11:00 Mah Jong 9:00 

Hand & Foot 12:30 Super Sewers  9:00 Exercise 11:00 Duplicate Bridge  11:45 Colored Pencils 9:30 

Christmas Movie  1:00 Bridge  9:45 Bridge 12:00 Art Group 12:00 Exercise  10:00 

 Golden Qi  10:00 Up & Down the  Rummikub 12:00 Lunch & Learn 12:00 

 Lunch & Learn 12:00       River 12:30 Pinochle 1:00 Poker 1:00 

 Hand & Foot  1:40 Euchre 1:00  Bingo   1:45 

 Bingo  1:45 Birthdays  1:00   

  Bingo 1:30   

 Let’s Eat Out  5:00    

16 17 18 19 20 

Exercise  10:00 Super Sewers  9:00 Exercise 11:00 Duplicate Bridge  11:45 Mah Jong 9:00 

Hand & Foot 12:30 Bridge  9:45 Bridge 12:00 Art Group 12:00 Colored Pencils 9:30 

Christmas Movie  1:00 Golden Qi  10:00 Up & Down the  Rummikub 12:00 Exercise  10:00 

 Lunch & Learn 12:00       River 12:30 Pinochle 1:00 Poker 1:00 

 Hand & Foot  1:40 Euchre 1:00   

 Bingo 1:45    

     

 23  24 25 26 27 

Hand & Foot  1:40 CLOSED for CLOSED for Duplicate Bridge  11:45 Mah Jong 9:00 

 CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS  Exercise  10:00 

    Poker 1:00 

     

     

             

30 31 1   

Exercise  10:00 CLOSED for CLOSED for   

Hand & Foot 12:30 NEW YEAR’S EVE NEW YEAR’S DAY   

     
     

     

     







     



   Christmas Trivia Quiz 



                                          

 

 



     A CONSULTATION  

      is Waiting for You! 

                    3 Facts to Know:  
1.   Medicaid pays for long-term care only  
once your assets have been nearly depleted.  
2.   Medicaid Planning helps you qualify for 

 financial aid sooner — preserving your assets  
for your family. 
3.   Planning can help you receive care in a  
place of your choice — even in your home. 
  

 Lovett & House has helped thousands of Ohio 
 families with Medicaid planning in many 
 counties. Attorney George Lovett is a “certified 
 expert in estate planning, trusts, and probate 
 law” by the Ohio State Bar Association.    
 
  www.lovettlawoffice.com 
    Call (937) 667-8805 Now!  
 

             Lovett & House  
  Tipp City Troy Dayton Kettering Fairborn Eaton Springfield Sidney       

http://www.lovettlawoffice.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



An ENTIRE MONTH of Jeans Days!
It’s just simple science... 
EVERYONE looks better and feels better 
in soft, comfortable and stylish denim! 

So Beginning Monday, December 2, 
every day of 2024 is a JEANS Day! 

Here’s the deal... 
Non-uniformed staff can turn lousy, 
miserable cold, snowy December into 
warm & fabulous “Jeans Month 
December” with a simple Five Canned 
Goods PER WEEK donation to the 
Vandalia-Butler Food Pantry. 

Shopping for canned goods a hassle? 

You also have the option of a $5 per 
week donation to the Vandalia-Butler 
Food Pantry!

Canned goods donations can be placed in the Municipal 
Building lobby area, and sealed cash donations can be 
delivered to the Utility Window at the Municipal Building.

What 
a deal!So... what’s the deal?
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